MY LADY'S CHAMBER

think best, Andrew, tell this sentry to make his way
up to my room, He's to turn out the light and watch
the ramparts from there. If he sees anyone, he's to
fire,"
After a moment's discussion our plans were laid.
I took two men and the sentry and ran the way I
had come, while Palin took three and ran the way we
had taken three nights before. I was to make for the
gate-house, posting my men as I went, while he was
for the servants' quarters upon the opposite side,
So we could command the courtyard if any attempt
should be made to enter from there.
But neither of us was destined to gain the advantage
he sought.
As I parted the heavy curtains which Father
Herman had parted two nights before, I had the
shock of my life*
The hall and the staircase were in darkness, and the
front door stood wide open, admitting the cool night
air.
For a moment I stared blankly. Then I saw the
unsavoury truth.
We had indeed been caught napping. The attack
on the postern was a feint, and the enemy was in.
I can never describe the anguish of being unable at
this juncture to make myself understood.
Olivia was alone and unprotected; for all I knew,
the enemy was up in her room. Yet, because I could
speak no German I could not send word to Hubert, but
must myself return to tell him the truth.
I turned and ran like a madman the way I had
come ...
My cousin should have been a soldier.
229